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Kharaj water, on the other hand, is the water of rivers,
seas, and springs situated, and of wells sunk, in kharaj
lands. It includes also the water of rivers dug by Persian
kings, such as the river Yazdajard, and the water of
springs and canals dug at the expense of the public
treasury.1 Likewise, according to Abu Hamfah and
Abu Yusuf, the water of the rivers Sayhun, Jayhun
(Oxus), Euphrates, Tigris, and Nile is kharaj water, be-
cause these rivers are from time'to time taken under pos-
session (yad), in that in these rivers vessels often are
placed alongside one another so as to form a sort of bridge-
way on which one may pass across to the other bank. Ac-
cording to Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan, however, these rivers
are tithe rivers because they are not under the protection of
any person, but are like the open sea, and because the form-
ing of bridges referred to by the others is rare. Accord-
ing to the Path, the reason why waters which were formerly
under the possession of unbelievers become khar&j water is
because, like the rest of the property of unbelievers, through
the fact of conquest, waters, too, become booty of war and
like the lands they become objects of kharaj when left to
the infidels.

Tithe lands are the following:

(i) The entire land of the Arabs, namely, the country
extending from the borders of Syria and Kufah to the
farthest point of Yaman, or according to al-Karkhi, the dis-
tricts of al-Hijaz, Tihamah, Yaman, Ta'if, and Barriyyah.
The land of the Arabs has been considered as tithe land,
because the Prophet, and. after him the four " righteous "
califs, did not impose on it the kharaj, and because the pay-
ment of kharaj involves humiliation, and the lands of the
Arabs do not deserve kharaj any more than their persons

1 Kasani, p. 58.